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A quasi-judicial decision has some, but not all, of the
attributes of a judicial decision. In assuming the existence of
a dispute, it is judicial in character. Of the four requisites
mentioned above, a quasi-judicial decision involves (i) and
(2), but does not necessarily involve (3), and never involves
(4).
The distinction between an administrative decision and a
judicial or quasi-judicial decision will perhaps be clearer if
specific examples are given. A decision by the Minister of
Works to erect a new block of Government offices would
be purely administrative. It would involve questions of "pub-
lic policy" but not of "natural justice."
On the other hand, a tribunal for considering the appli-
cations of persons claiming exemption from military service
on conscientious grounds acts judicially, at least in part.
Consideration of public policy cannot and should not be en-
tirely absent from the minds of members of the tribunal, but
nor can considerations of natural justice.
It might be thought desirable to distinguish between
administrative decisions and judicial or quasi-judicial deci-
sions, and to provide that administrative decisions should be
taken only by administrators (Civil Servants) and judicial or
' quasi-judicial decisions only by judges. But the matter is not
as simple as that. Judges are concerned with the law and what
may be described broadly as breaches of the law; a man who
is drafted for military service and claims to be a conscientious
objector has not broken the law, for he is acting quite legally
in claiming exemption on conscientious grounds.
The difficulty of this and other similar cases could in
part be removed by saying that the determination of the case,
not being a matter either for a judge in a court of law or an
administrator in a government department, should be the re-
sponsibility of an independent quasi-judicial tribunal. Many
such tribunals have, indeed, been established, dealing with
such matters as claims involving rents of furnished houses and